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Cuba is a Hot Topic for the 30th Annual Central Illinois World Affairs Conference
The 30th Annual Central Illinois World Affairs Conference, "Cuba and the United States: A Time for Change?", was held at Bradley University this spring.  The program was punctuated by heated discussion of the last communist hold-out in the western hemisphere.  Attended by approximately 250 members of the community and college and high school students, questions were raised about the effectiveness of the US policies of blockade and isolation.  Frank Calzone, Executive Director of the Center for a Free Cuba, led the arguments in favor of staying the course and working toward an end to the dictatorship of Fidel Castro.  Louis Perez, Jr., the J. Carlyle Sitterson Professor in the Department of History at the University of North Carolina, suggested that cautious engagement would be a more effective means of bringing about change.  Gillian Gunn Clissold, Director of the Georgetown University Caribbean Project, proposed that opening free relations with Cuba would bring about a change in the island simply by flooding her borders with tourists and dollars.  David Chicoine, Dean of the College of Agriculture, Consumer, and Environmental Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a participant in Governor George Ryan's humanitarian trip to Cuba last fall, noted the tremendous economic opportunities for central Illinois should the embargo status change.  Gerardo Munck, Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, concluded the conference with comparisons to other Latin states whose dictators have been brought down with political and economic engagement. 
In addition to the outstanding speakers featured at the conference, the winner of the high school essay contest sponsored by the Journal Star Newspapers in Education Program impressed the audience with his knowledge.  An exchange student from Russia attending Normal Community High School Alexander Spiridonov read his winning essay calling for a change in US policy toward Cuba.  His essay was also featured in the Peoria Journal Star. 
In all the topic was one of the most timely that PAWAC has chosen.  The audience, while divided in their conclusions about US policy toward Cuba, felt much more informed at the end of the conference.  And the issue of little Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban boy plucked from the ocean by fishermen off the coast of Florida, was an intensely debated side-bar to the overall discussion!
J. Terry Iversen Retires 
              
After more than a quarter of a century of service to international programs and world affairs councils, J. Terry Iversen, Conference Director in the Office of Continuing Education in International Affairs at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, has decided to take off his many hats and kick back for a while.  Mr. Iversen is seen here with Madeleine Jaehne, his replacement at the University of Illinois, and Ingeburg Matthews, Past President of PAWAC.
Mr. Iversen has been an invaluable resource for world affairs councils in Illinois with his indefatigable spirit and drive to put together outstanding programs for Illinois communities.  He plans to support world affairs councils on a part-time basis and help them make arrangements with the type of high quality speakers for which he has come to be appreciated.
The Peoria Area World Affairs Council wishes him all the best in his retirement!
PAWAC Members Attend S-W Kiwanis Meeting
Several members of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council attended the weekly meeting of the South West Kiwanis on June 1, 200, at Jumers Restaurant.  Featured speaker was Michael Maibach, Vice President of Governmental Relations at Intel, and Past President of PAWAC.  Mr. Maibach addressed the growing "dot com" world and the use of computers in all aspects of life.  PAWAC members who attended included Judy Triggs, Richard Sanders, Ruth and Zealy Holmes, Carolyn Shepherd, and Angela Weck.  Mr. Maibach also addressed the Springfield World Affairs Council that evening, discussing the use of computers to bring the world closer.
PAWAC Elects New Officers

The Peoria Area World Affairs Council elected its officers for the coming year.  President Dr. Charles Bukowski welcomed President-Elect Steve Alvin, Treasurer John Rathbun, and Secretary Carolyn Shepherd.  Richard Sanders, Shirlee Harper and Mary Tanton were also elected to the Board of Directors.  The immediate Past President Ron Kirkwood passes the baton to incoming President Chuck Bukowski here.
Schedule of Events
September 7, 2000    Monthly Meeting, Maloof Realty
October 5, 2000    Monthly Meeting, Maloof Realty
        Guest Speaker, Petar Boskovic, former Yugoslavian ambassador
November 2, 2000    Monthly Meeting, Maloof Realty
November 15, 2000    Mini-Conference "Russia: Cultural Hurdles for Businessmen and other Travelers"
                                Vonachen's Old Place, RSVP by November 10 at aweck@davesworld.net
December 7, 2000    Monthly Meeting, Maloof Realty
January 11, 2001    Monthly Meeting, Maloof Realty
February 1, 2001    Monthly Meeting, Maloof Realty\
February 15, 2001    Conference Planning, Maloof Realty
February 23-24, 2001    Annual Conference, Holiday Inn City Center, Peoria 
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