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By Angela Weck 





The micro-financing pioneer and passionate founder of FINCA, International, John Hatch, kicked off the 2007 Global Studies Forum this year on the campus of Bradley University, October 12-13.  This year’s forum, “Women in Development: Education for a Global Marketplace,” also featured Marilee Pierce Dunker, the daughter of the founder of World Vision, who spoke on development strategies in Africa; and Gale Summerfield, Director of Women and Gender in Global Politics at UIUC, who closed the conference with “The State of the World’s Women.”  


The forum was open to the public, but was focused on high school teachers and students.  In addition to learning about various development strategies that affect women and children in Latin America, Africa and Asia, the forum also hosted several curricular segments that highlighted resources available to teachers.  With the goal of internationalizing existing curriculum to prepare students for their futures in the global economy, participants learned about World in Transition; iEARN; and the National Resource Area Studies Centers at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.  Other programs highlighted at the forum included Chinese language instruction in District 150 schools; educational tourism and service learning opportunities; and the International Baccalaureate program at Richwoods High School in Peoria.





Special attention was given  to the study tour of Turkey.  Through a grant from the Turkish Cultural Foundation and the World Affairs Councils of America, four Illinois teachers were able to travel and study in Turkey this past summer.  That grant has been renewed for 2008, and PAWAC will be looking for more teachers to participate and share their experiences. 





The 2007 Global Studies Forum was co-sponsored by the Illinois International High School Initiative and the Center for Global Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  The IHSI is a consortium of schools and organizations dedicated to international studies for students of all ages, particularly those in high school.
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Global Studies Forum Explores “Women and Development”
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By Angela Weck





Dr. Mel Goodman is a professor of international relations at Johns Hopkins University.  He is a senior fellow at the Center for International Policy and the director of the Center's National Security Project.  He is a former CIA and State Department analyst on Soviet/Russian affairs.  He is also a former professor of international security studies and chairman of the international relations department of the National War College. He is the author of Bush League Diplomacy: Putting the Nation at Risk and more recently authored a book due out in January 2008 titled; The Failure of Intelligence:  The Decline and Fall of the CIA.





Goodman maintains that a healthy administration needs an independent intelligence community, overseen by the Congress.  The intelligence community needs to be able to collect information and analyze that information for input into foreign policy decisions.  When the administration either interferes with the collection and analysis of that information, foreign policy decisions are likely doomed to failure.





In his January 24 presentation, Goodman discussed three theories of intelligence failures.  The first type he described involves the political failure of the role of intelligence.  He cited the collapse of the Soviet Union as an example of this type of failure: the intelligence community collected information that did not fit the political views of the administration, which led to those reports being ignored or dismissed.  





He described the second type of failure as a classic failure of intelligence.  Citing Pearl Harbor and 9/11 as examples, Goodman noted that classic failure occurs when there are numerous and varied types of intelligence coming in, but that those reports are not collated with other reports effectively or are disregarded because the reports do not fit with the assumptions that have been made about certain enemies.





The third type of failure he described as the worst kind of all as it represents a complete collapse of the role of intelligence.  Citing the invasion of Iraq as his example, he noted that intelligence was distorted, corrupted and often infused with lies to lead the country to a preconceived plan to invade another country.  





Goodman advocates a revival of an independent intelligence community that can perform the kind of data collection necessary for the decision-making process.  Continued over-politicization and interference by the administration will only lead to on-going foreign policy disasters.
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by our members.  2008 will continue the excellent offerings.  The major event will be our annual conference dealing with the “hot” topic of climate change and its potential impact economically and politically. In addition, if you have not attended a Great Decisions series, please consider joining us for these timely topics.





The changing world around us and the impact global affairs has on the U.S. requires citizens in a democracy to be properly informed in order to form more accurate opinions and views on issues.  The Peoria Area World Affairs Council’s members have taken the leadership on helping all of us in this area of education.  Please help our organization get the word out to others encouraging membership, but most important, attending as many of the events we offer as possible.  The officers, board, committee chairs and members diligently work to give us these opportunities and it is gratifying to all when we can reach even larger audiences. Angela Weck, Executive Director, is the glue that holds us together and handles a lot of the little details to make things happen.





Three major issues face us as we move into 2008.  First, as a recently retired social studies teacher, I have always been grateful to PAWAC for the help it gives to area high school teachers and students.  We need to explore even more ways to partner with these teachers and students, finding even more effective ways to increase their understanding of international issues.  Second, I have found that retirement gives me the time to be more active in the organization, but this makes organizations like ours heavy in older citizens like myself.  Our membership committee led by Mac Pogue is making a great effort to reach out to younger people to become involved. It is exciting for me when I can look out at an audience made up of diverse ages, occupations, and points of view.  





Third, involves the financing of all we do.  With the end of the International High School Grant, new funding sources must be found to continue our existing programs and hopefully expand our outreach.  Dennis Triggs is our leader in this, but we need help from many sources to keep our mission alive and thriving.





I am excited about our organization, its mission, and the wonderful membership who give of their time to keep this important mission alive and thriving.  A huge thank you to all who make the Peoria Area World Affairs Council the great organization it is. 





Don Samford


President, Peoria Area World Affairs Council



































PAWAC Member Dr. Ali Zohoori Presents “Iran Today”
































Letter from the President











Business & WACA Notes…








What a year 2007 has been for our programs!  Kicking off my year as President was the membership appreciation celebration hosted by Wayne Baum.  Then, Angela Weck did a fantastic job coordinating the International High School Initiative’s Global Studies Forum in October. Titled “Women and Development: Education for a Global Marketplace” teachers and students were able to take many ideas with them due to the great array of programs provided.  A special thanks to all our members who helped pull off this major conference.  


One of our own, Dr. Ali Zohoori, gave a timely presentation of his experiences in Iran in November. 





A new emphasis for this year is to keep our business meeting shorter and have a program following.  This gives us the opportunity to hear even more about our world and the experiences of others. Many of the programs will be conducted 
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By Marla Warren





On Nov. 29, PAWAC member and Bradley professor Ali Zohoori gave a talk explaining the history of US-Iranian relations, as well as the current state of Iran.  In 2007, Zohoori made a five-month visit to Iran and he is currently working on a book about communication and culture in Iran.





Here are some of the highlights of Zohoori’s speech:





US-Iranian relations date back to the early 1800s. Missionaries built a hospital in the city of Urumiyeh in 1832. The first trade agreement between the US and Iran was signed in 1856. During the 1880s, there was an exchange of ambassadors. In 1883 Naser-aldeen Shah appealed to President Chester Arthur to prevent the annexation of Iran by the British and the Russiansand the US extended its influence in the early 1900s.





After WWII, US-Iran relations were affected by the Cold War.  In 1946 President Truman gave an ultimatum to Joseph Stalin to withdraw Soviet troops from north-eastern Iran. The US had a military presence in Iran to keep at eye on the Soviet Union and to keep that country in check. In 1952, when the Iranian Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh wanted to nationalize the western-run oil industry, the CIA staged a coup to topple him. The US government was concerned about socialists and communists gaining a foothold in Iran, and saw Mossadegh as a threat to US security interests.





The Shah was reinstalled to the throne and the CIA, along with British intelligence, created the SAVAK, the secret police who would terrorize the Iranian people. Zohoori said that when he was attending college in Iran, SAVAK agents would pull classmates of his out and they would never be seen again. There was widespread oppression and torture. Many of the best intellects of Iran left the country. During this time, there were 50,000-60,000 American military advisors in Iran.





The 1979 revolution that ousted the Shah was a popular revolution. But the revolutionaries were worried about a counter-coup supported by the US, and that is what lead to the seizure of the US embassy. The US supported and supplied Iraq during the bloody war with Iran in the 1980s.





During the Gulf War, Iran cooperated and assisted the US against Iraq, and after 9/11, Iran assisted with the war in Afghanistan. Then in 2002, President George W. Bush labelled Iran as part of an “Axis of Evil”, along with Iraq and North Korea. This strengthened Iran’s neo-cons and undercut the moderates in the government.





As for Iran’s nuclear program, it began under the Shah with the help of the US. Zohoori stressed than even if Iran ever built a nuclear weapon, it would never be used.





He also said that President Ahmadinejad is not important as he will not be re-elected, and doesn’t actually have much power.






































Winter 2008							    Newsletter Editor: Marla Warren
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JoAnn Gross cozies up to a fierce dragon at the “Rising Powers: China” program. Story on Page 4 (Photo by Angela Weck)
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International Scholastic Bowl Showcases World Knowledge



























































You are cordially invited to help with committees.  Don’t delay, contact a committee chair today!


Check out our national affiliate at www.worldaffairscouncils.org for information on conferences, flagship programs, and future plans for leadership missions.  





PAWAC welcomes its newest members!


 








By Angela Weck 





On November 17, 2007, the sixth annual International Scholastic Bowl was held at Bradley University.  Twenty four teams from local high schools challenged each other over their knowledge of world events, history, leaders, and geography.  All questions for this particular bowl focus on international themes, and students are provided with copies of the Peoria Journal Star or Bloomington Pantagraph and lists of web sites for preparation.  





Bloomington High School rallied to finish first for the fourth straight year.  Second place was earned by Limestone High School, with Normal Community West High School in third and Peoria Heights High School in fourth place.  These teams received generous scholarship awards sponsored by CEFCU.  





The highest scoring individual players were selected for the All Tournament Team.  The team includes Hunter Fast, Bloomington; Ben Rogers, Normal West; Josh Sholty, Limestone; Zach Watkins, IVC; and Kevin Hahn, IVC.  The first four members of the All Tournament Team will represent the Peoria area at the national Academic World Quest Competition in Washington, DC on April 4-5, 2008, with Kevin Hahn serving as an alternate.  Fast, Rogers, and Watkins are all returning members of that team for that competition and central Illinois will be well represented.








By Angela Weck





China is an important nation to the United States from many angles.  On Thursday, August 9, PAWAC learned more about the trade and security issues from two national experts on China and Asia.





Shawn He Yuxun, President of the MeetChinaBiz group that consults many US companies doing business in the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, and other Asian states, discussed a number of perspectives of US-China trade.  He noted that the Chinese are willing to produce nearly any product requested by US companies, but that to do so, corners are cut somewhere.  As American consumers have learned, goods produced in China are inexpensive not just because of cheaper labor costs, but because inferior materials may be used to meet the price demanded by Western businesses.  





He also noted that trade between the US and China is key to both economies, and to relations between the two states.  While it may seem that US jobs are being lost to Asian markets, the bigger picture is that the Asian economies are growing and individual incomes are on the rise.  The number of Asians looking for US goods, and having the money to afford them, is on the rise.





He concluded that doing business in Asia requires more than a business degree as the culture and customs impact all transactions.  From the “loose” understanding of intellectual property to “face-saving” measures and the weak rule of corporate law, US companies have benefited from the growing Asian marketplace, but need to proceed with caution and knowledge.





The second speaker, Roy Kamphausen of the National Bureau on Asian Research, addressed security issues related to China and her neighbors.  Kamphausen noted that much of the technology and hardware that is used in China’s growing military presence was lifted from copying equipment they purchased from the US and other western countries.  The corporate complaints of pirated materials by the Chinese is especially worrisome to military and intelligence analysts who monitor the likeness of Chinese-produced defense materials to US weaponry and machinery.  





With over one billion citizens, the People’s Republic of China would raise security issues in any case.  However, Kamphausen noted that China seems interested in demonstrating her strength as a regional power, and even as a global power, by stepping out in opposition to US direction.  He pointed out that China seems willing to deal with states that are undesirable to the US but offer certain benefits or goods to China.  Citing Chinese relations with Iran, Kamphausen noted that fuel needs are likely motivating these kinds of foreign policy decisions rather than any kind of ideological stand.











By Marla Warren





India has the ingredients to be a great power, said Dr. Sumit Ganguly from Indiana University in his talk “Rising Powers: India” on July 12. The country has the second fastest growing economy in the world after China, and, most importantly, “Democracy is here to stay”, he said.  





A higher percentage of Indians vote in elections than do Americans, and there is a powerful independent electoral authority. Two things that help keep Indian democracy strong are an independent judiciary and a “free and feisty press”, said Ganguly. “The press reports negative things, warts and all. Nothing is sacred; everything is scrutinized.”





Civil liberties are well-protected in India. A national human rights commission, created by the government, is now autonomous and does hold the government accountable.





India has the fastest growing cell phone market in the world, Ganguly said, and 100 million Indians are now middle class. However, 26 percent of the population lives below  the poverty line, 14 percent don’t have access to clean water, and 43 percent of all children under 5 are malnourished.


Petty corruption is widespread, but paying officials more and limiting their powers helps. Ganguly noted that technology undermines corruption by keeping track of goods and services, making it harder to hide graft.





The Indian elite are enthusiastic about India’s future, he said. 


The IT sector is very successful.
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PAWAC Committees:


Finance & Development:  Dennis Triggs  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dentrig@mtco.com" ��dentrig@mtco.com�





Membership:    


Mac Pogue


mcbjpogue@aol.com





Programming:                    


Elliott Murray


(309) 691-3852














Marketing:                          


Janet Roth  


janeteroth@yahoo.com  





Publicity Committee: 


Jean Sanger � HYPERLINK "mailto:chetsang@insightbb.com" ��chetsang@insightbb.com�





Educational Outreach:                John Rathbun � HYPERLINK "mailto:genrebun@aol.com" ��genrebun@aol.com�














Rising Powers: India





Mel Goodman Addresses Intelligence Failures
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Great Decisions 2008 Discussion Series
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February 28, 2008


Great Decisions Series begins.  Please refer to page 2 for more details for these eight programs.


 


March 6, 2008


“Turkey: Between East and West” with Don Samford, 7:00 pm after the Business Meeting in the Dining Room at Illinois Central College, North Campus





April 3, 2008


“Poland and Europe”  with Longin Pastusiek, former Deputy Prime Minister of Poland, 7:00 pm after the Business Meeting in the Dining Room at Illinois Central College, North Campus





June 19, 2008


“Korea Today” with the Korean Enterprise Institute and US Department of State


Details to be announced.


 


Check for updates and view a full schedule of events at www.pawac.org.














February 28 “Private Philanthropy” with Anne Fox of the American Red Cross 





March 13 “The European Union at 50” with Jeanie Bukowski, Bradley University





March 27 “Russia” with Angela Weck, Bradley University


April 10 “Iraq: End Game?” with Amir Al-Khafaji, Bradley University





April 24 “Talking to Our Enemies” with Griffin Hathaway, Illinois Central College





May 8 “US-China Trade Policy” with Heather McCord, International Trade Center





May 22 “US Defense and Security Policy” with Chuck Bukowski, Bradley University





June 12 “Latin America: Shift to the Left?” with Anthony Cambas, NAFTA Opportpprtunity Center





These sessions will be held in the Executive Room of the Michel Student Center at Bradley University.  The optional briefing book costs $18, but the sessions are free and open to the public.











The Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) is a non-profit, non-partisan organi-zation open to all individuals.  Since 1972, PAWAC has promoted a better under-standing of world affairs among the people of Central Illinois by sponsoring public programs and fostering a cooperative educational approach to world problems.  


PAWAC is affiliated with the World Affairs Councils of America and the Foreign Policy Association.


PAWAC meets at 5:30 pm on the first Thursday of each month for a business meeting followed by dinner and an open discussion.


The Caterpillar Founda-tion serves as our primary benefactor.  Sponsoring institutions include Brad-ley University, Eureka College, Illinois Central College, Illinois Wesleyan University, Lincoln College, and the Univer-sity of Illinois.  Also we give special thanks to our Corporate Members as well as Friends and Supporters of PAWAC.


Annual dues are $30 for individuals and entitle the member to program discounts.











Rising Powers Series: China
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