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Celebrate Lebanon!  November 12 – 14, 2010  
Proceeds of this event will benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital
Friday, November 12 Opening Celebration at Itoo Hall, Farmington Road, Peoria

4:30 pm – 11:00 pm
Limited Seating, pre-registration required
The Homecoming  
This kick-off event is designed to offer both a cultural and substantive beginning to the weekend’s events.

6:00 pm:  Arrival of Special Guests via motorcade
· Zeffee Dance and Dabke Dance with Grand Entrance to Hall
· Multi-course traditional Lebanese feast will be served throughout the evening
8:00 pm:  Keynote address 
“Lebanese Americans: Key to US Relations with Lebanon”

Dr. James Zogby, President, Arab American Institute, Washington, DC  
9:00 pm:  Close of formal presentation; begin music and dancing
Saturday, November 13    Lebanon Day at Hotel Pere Marquette, 7:30 am – 11:00 pm

Limited Seating, pre-registration required.
The Symposium
This day-long event will combine the political, economic, social, and historical elements.  The objective of this day-long event is to educate the general public and typical world affairs council audiences about Lebanon from many angles.

9:00 am  
First Plenary Session  (Ballroom)  
“Governing Lebanon: A Balance of Interests”

Ziad Baroud, Interior Minister of Lebanon (Maronite, Independent)
10:45 am  
Break – Out Sessions  (Meeting rooms on second floor above Exhibit Hall)
· Religions in Lebanon  
· Lebanon’s Economy: Consul General Bashir Tawk
· St. Sharbel: Fr. Faouzi Elia
· Itoo Heritage:  Randy Couri
· Breeding Success: Lebanese Integration in America:  Rita George
· Music/Instruments
· Foods of Lebanon:  Semaan Trad
12:00 pm  
Luncheon  (Ballroom)
1:00 pm 
Plenary Session II   (Remain in Ballroom after luncheon.)

“Allies and Adversaries:  The Importance of US – Lebanese Relations”
His Excellency Antoine Chedid, Ambassador of Lebanon


Ambassador Jeffrey Feltman, Former US Ambassador to Lebanon
2:30 pm  
Break out sessions  (same as morning)  
3:30 pm  
Recess until evening program
Saturday, November 13  continued

Limited Seating, pre-registration required
The Gala  

This event will celebrate the accomplishments of Lebanese Americans and explore the Arab American experience.  Live music, dance performances and open dancing, and other entertainment will highlight this grand party.

5:30 pm
VIP Reception (invitation only)

6:30 pm
“Lebanon: From the Middle East to the Mid West”

Welcome comments by The Honorable Ray LaHood
Banquet served

7:30 pm
Introduction of Special Guests – The Honorable Ray LaHood officiates


Numerous political officials, celebrities, and other notables will be recognized



Select individuals may make brief comments
8:00 pm
Cultural Program


Music, dancing, other performances
Sunday, November 14

Mass at St. Sharbel’s Church, Peoria 

Limited Seating, pre-registration required
The Spiritual
This portion of the weekend celebrates one of the quintessential gathering places of the Maronite Lebanese Americans who settled in Central Illinois. 
11:00 am
Mass 

Maronite service will be held in church with overflow in Parish Hall.
12:15 pm
Procession to the Shrine of St. Sharbel

1:00 pm
Luncheon

Traditional Lebanese cuisine will be served in Parish Hall.

4:00 pm
Conclusion of Celebrate Lebanon!
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