Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Minutes

September 2, 2004

The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President David Thompson at 5:15p.m. Thursday, September 2 at the office of Maloof Realty, Pioneer Parkway, Peoria, IL.

Welcome and introductions:  David Thompson, President   

Minutes of the August meeting:  Mary Jo Garesché, Secretary.  Dave Thompson pointed out that we had voted to devote $1000 to the Educational Outreach Subcommittee for the Newspaper in Education Program at the Journal Star.  This omission will be so noted.  John Rathbun made a motion to accept the minutes, Jean Sanger seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

The meeting was tabled at this point due to H Wayne Wilson from Channel 47 arriving along with Mr. Bud Broyals from Wilson Productions.  H Wayne spoke to the group regarding production of an informational/promotional video for PAWAC:  Mr. Wilson stated that the video producers expect for PAWAC to be active in all phases of the process.  They would like a committee consisting of no more than 4 people who have historical perspective.  PAWAC suggests the following members:  Angela Weck, Dennis Triggs, Hunt Wagstaff, and Dick Sanders with Duffy Armstrong as alternate.

Treasurer’s Report was approved and placed on file for audit.

Old Business:
WACA 2005 attendees.  PAWAC has historically provided registration, airfare, and hotel for the Executive Director and registration only for the President-elect.  The Treasurer gave Jean Sanger, President-elect, a check for $425 to reimburse her for WACA registration fees.  Chet Sanger proposed that PAWAC consider also funding airfare and hotel expenses for the President-elect.  This item will be placed on the agenda for the October meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Membership.  In Shirlee Harper’s absence, Angela reported that Shirlee will be making contacts to solicit members to staff the registration table for the Sept. 20, 2004, UN Foundation “The People Speak” Series with panel discussion.

Finance and Development.  Due to absence of Dennis Triggs, there was no Finance and Development Committee report.

Marketing.  In Dave Williams’s absence, Angela Weck reported on information from WTVP for PAWAC sponsorship of WTVP and BBC world news commercial.  Cost is $2,500.  Motion made, seconded and approved to defer decision about sponsorship until October meeting when we have our greater budget discussion.  Chet Sanger inquired as to whether we might have a tagline for the Jim Lehrer News Hour, but cost would be prohibitive (approx. $40,000).

Programming.  Judy Triggs responded that Programming Committee report would be the discussion on our conference theme later in the meeting.

International Dinners Subcommittee:  Duffy Armstrong prepared and distributed a written update on the October, 2004, international dinners as well as a news release (see handout).

Educational Outreach Subcommittee -- Scholastic Bowl (November 13, 2004).  John Rathbun circulated a sign-up sheet for members to volunteer to work as moderators, timers, etc. at the Scholastic Bowl and/or to write questions for use at the Scholastic Bowl.  John requested that members give him an idea of the topic(s) about which they would to write questions.  Target time frame is post-1990.  Patricia Luthe encouraged members to invite their friends to volunteer as we need more workers at the Scholastic Bowl.

Conference Theme Proposals (February 18-19, 2004).

1. “In the Shadow of Globalization:  Profiteering in Human Trafficking and Slavery”:  In collaboration with Allison Walters from U of I, Judy Triggs presented an introductory statement about the subject.  Angela Weck suggested changing the title to add reference to “21’s Century slavery.”  After group discussion on this suggestion, the issue was deferred for later discussion if the program was selected and as the topic and speakers are further developed.  There will be four panelists for this program as opposed to our usual three because the proposal calls for one person presenting her own human interest story.

2. “Israel and Palestine: Two People, One Homeland”:  In the absence of Steve Alvin, Angela Weck presented the proposed agenda for this topic.  There was discussion as to whether or not the topic would create some negative reaction such as protests, picketing, etc. – based on recent experience with a similar seminar at BU where the speaker backed out due to the protests.  There was also group discussion about the issue being perceived as a “rehash” of the Israel/Palestine conflict (and no resolution).

Whichever topic is not selected as the conference theme can always be turned into one or more programs.  Dick Sanders called for a vote, seconded by Jean Sanger.  Vote was:

1. “Profiteering … Slavery” – 10

2. “Israel/Palestine” – 8

Upcoming Events:  

September 20:  UN Foundation “The People Speak” Series with a panel discussion.  Angela has already sent e-mail notifications to members.  The program is free and open to the public; however, Angela asks that attendees pre register so we know how many seats and how many refreshments to provide.  Location:  Peoria Public Library downtown, refreshments 5:00 p.m.

New Business:

1. Patricia Luthe proposed that PAWAC reimburse Angela Weck for her out-of-pocket expenses incurred at the recent working organizational meeting where members had a light meal at In-Play at Angela’s personal expense.  Angela respectfully declined the offer, but the group agreed to address the issue of PAWAC responsibility for food expenses for working meetings in the greater budget discussion at the October membership meeting.

2. Women in Leadership Dinner.  Cost is $30.  

3. Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce Tom Connor Service Award – see Chamber web site.

Meeting adjourned:  6:45 p.m.

Attendees:

Judy Triggs, Patricia Luthe, Chet Sanger, Jean Sanger, John Rathbun, Dave Thompson, Dick Sanders, Paul Kaiser, Carolyn Shepherd, Theresa McCabe, Jim McCabe, Mary Tanton, Bud Tanton,  Anne Dossey, John Dossey, Marge Schaefer, Angela Weck, Mary Jo Garesché.  
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