Minutes, Board of Directors meeting

Peoria Area World Affairs Council 

5:30 pm, July 1, 2010

American Red Cross Building, Peoria, IL. 

In attendance: Melissa Henry (President), Angela Weck, Lee Tallman, Rich McBride, Edith Barnard, Chet Sanger, Jean Sanger, Pat Luthe, Nancy Schweitzer, John Schweitzer, Barb Drake, Anne Fox, Don Samford, Cindy Samford, Dick Sanders, John Rathburn, Jim Ryan, Marcelo Isaak, Prabhu Venkataraman, Judy Triggs, John Dossey, and Richard Stalling. 

Angela passed out evaluations of the programs on Iran and the Economics of Climate Change. Both programs were very well-received.

Minutes: Minutes from June were not available and will be presented at the next meeting. 

Treasurer’s report: Lee Tallman distributed a corrected report. He noted that the balance was slightly higher than budgeted amount (primarily because the scholastic bowl cost less and the programs produced slightly more income than anticipated).  

Committee Reports

Programming: Chair Ali Zahoori was not in attendance. Committee member John Dossey distributed tentative topics and dates for meetings from July 2010 to June 2011. Most of the speakers from July to the end of the year have been confirmed; those from January to June are still tentative.

In connection with the February 17 meeting on Thailand Change and Conflict: Edith Barnard from the Appollo Theater announced that the February 19 showing of the film The King and I will be coordinated with a wine tasting by the Kickapoo Creek Winery. She and Judy Triggs will communicate to determine how best to cross- publicize these two events.

There were no other committee reports.

Lebanon Conference:  Dennis Triggs was not in attendance. Judy Triggs gave a brief summary of plans for the event involving: the history, economy, religions of Lebanon; the local St. Scharbel and Itoo communities; national leaders  of  Lebanese ancestry; the food, customs, music of the area.  Well-known political leaders and celebrities and Lebanese people from various Lebanese communities are being invited to attend. Angela Weck added that James Zogby of the Arab American Institute, the Lebanese ambassador, and the Lebanese consul general are among the speakers.  The program will include dinner on Friday, November 12 at Itoo, all-day symposium and gala at the Civic Center, and mass and luncheon at St. Sharbel.  She added that the main committee will need many more volunteers to make this a success. 

New Business

1. Annual Strategy meeting: We set the date for Sunday, July 18, 4:00 pm at Rich McBride’s house.

2. Community Advisory Board: Set for some time during the second week of August (either the 9th or 11th). The Advisory Board annually gives input, presents ideas and suggestions to PAWAC. The Advisory Board is made up of community leaders from CAT, WTVP, Peoria Chamber of Commerce, ICC, Bradley, Eureka, and SD 150.

3. Discussion of treasurer’s role and possible outsourcing to an accounting firm: Lee Tallman presented an extensive report on the job of treasurer, which he estimated at 320 hours of his time annually, and proposed that we contract with Supreme Accounting to do the basic bookkeeping part of this work at a cost of $2400 annually. Lee’s report was not in the form of a motion. Barb Drake expressed concern about the expense, as did other Board members, and moved that we send the proposal for contracting with Supreme to the PAWAC Finance Committee with the stipulation that Finance report back to the Board at the July 18, 2010 meeting (with a recommendation for or against including the cost in our annual budget), seconded by Marcelo Isaac. In discussion, Angela reported that she spends at least 40 hours of her time annually working on taxes for PAWAC; Nancy Schweitzer said that in her tenure as treasurer for two years she spent at least as many hours as Lee estimated. As of Sept. 1, we will have no one willing to fill the treasurer’s role as it is. The motion (to obtain the Finance Committee’s input and recommendation) passed, all in favor. 

Richard B. Stalling

Secretary Pro Tempore 

