Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Minutes
April 1, 2010

The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President Melissa Henry at 5: 45p.m. Thursday, April 1st at the American Red Cross Building, Peoria, IL

Minutes:  Minutes from March were unavailable, will be presented next month.

Treasurer’s Report: prepared and presented by Lee Tallman

Reviewed “Year to Date” dollars to  “actual”.  Much discussion on the budget – possibly projected some categories too high.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance & Development:  (Dennis Triggs) No report
Marketing:  (Rich McBride) No report
Membership: (Mac Pogue) 

Growing slowly.  February 215, March 218.  5 new members from the Conference for total of 223.  Membership survey will be coming soon.

Mac attended an ASTD workshop on using different electronic media like Facebook. Discussed Facebook – how it works.  We need to build some strategy – pictorial and text about programs – build address book which then builds the network.  Committee needs to work on how to design.

Our website may need to be changed only once a week or month.  

The “special offer” to the Chamber of Commerce members who attended the conference was a success and Mac thinks it would be good to do every year and offer it to all non-members who come to the conference.  Motion made by Mac “offer $10 special to be valid through August 31st every year at the annual conference”.  Seconded by Dennis Triggs.  Passed.
Programming. (Ali Zohoori)

April 29th program will be on Iran – 7:00 pm – venue?  Discussion on whether it made sense to have it at Bradley since students will be in finals week and probably won’t attend the program.  Discussion ensued on several different venues (Pere, Barracks, Embassy Suites), meals vs no meals, pricing, etc.  Suggestion to put a question on the membership survey about venue such as “would you be willing to spend $10.00 more for a different location?”

June program – The Sierra Club would like to partner with us.  They will advertise for us.  Discussion determined it would be okay.

October program – Judy will invite Mel Goodman
Educational Outreach Subcommittee:  (John Rathbun)

The Social Studies conference, held at Bradley Hall, was a success – 120 attended.  Description of PAWAC was in the program.  Next year possibly have an International session.  Most attendees were from south of I-80 – not from Chicago.   

John will be accompanying the 4 high school students to Washington DC for the Academic World Quest on April 23, returning on April 25th.

New Business:

Angela said there will be 2 “Founder’s Scholars” (not a monetary award) chosen at the conference in honor of Lyle Reeser and Inge Mathews.  The family of Lyle Reiser is sending additional money for next year’s scholars.
CONFERENCE DISCUSSION:

Angela:  discussed Barnett and his demeanor.  Thought Foley did a great job.  Altman was good but not great.  Venue worked fine.  Always says attendance is better if topic is a country vs a topic

Barb:  well done – Saturday meatier session.  Barnett just “threw things out”

Mac:  thought Barnett was great – had so many ideas - hard to catch them all.  Would have liked Q&A.  Suggests we review his presentation when there is time to discuss.  Last speaker rather blah – one of the best conferences however

Melissa: great – thanks to all – time limit issue – not sure how to control it.  Q&A would have been nice Friday pm but thought 2 hours was long enough for most attending to sit

Dennis:  nothing unique – very good however – Barnett “too slick” although seems kids liked him.  Definitely feels we need Q&A.  Thought Altman did better  - good job overall

Judy:  very good conference – not great – need to have Q&A.  Could Jeanne make place cards for students, & speakers?  Audio/Visual good

Marcello:  good conference – how was the venue compared to Embassy Suites? (we discussed Paradise & how some people don’t like the association with the casino).

Mary Jo:  very good conference – everything went very well – asked if we should consider if the annual conference is worth having since attendance was low and the conference usually doesn’t make money and it is a lot of work to put on and be successful.

Upcoming Events:  Angela mentioned a few upcoming events.

The PAWAC meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jo Garesché
Attendees: Patricia Luthe,  John Rathbun,  John Schweitzer,  Dennis Triggs, Judy Triggs,  Melissa Henry, Ali Zohoori, Marcello Isaak, Mac Pogue, Lee Tallman, Barb Drake, Angela Weck,.
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