Peoria World Affairs Council

November 5, 2009

Board Minutes

Melissa Henry called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

The minutes were accepted as distributed.

The Treasurer’s report was given by Lee Tallman.  Mr. Tallman discussed the credit card charges.  He presented changes in charges on the following documents: membership/reservations, newsletter, and other publications.  The revisions of the membership document depicting the increase in charges for credit card use was accepted as presented.  

Membership: Report for the October board meeting:  Renewals continue to come in following our annual membership drive: as of 9/28/2009: 184 members, including 17 students.

As we approach our Annual Members Appreciation Reception on Sunday afternoon, October 11, 2:00 to 4:00 please remind your friends who are members and their guests, that it will be a wonderful reception in the beautiful offices or Converse Marketing, top of Main Street Hill.
Over the next few days, we will be calling non-renewals to remind them about the reception.  We met with Jane Converse and Allison West to finalize our plans for October 11.  The plans for the reception are moving forward.  We are refining our registration table process, and will be ready for our next program.

Membership Report for the November board meeting:  October 11 Members Appreciation Reception was successful, with several renewals and new members joining.  Thanks to the membership committee and all others who helped, particularly the board for the delicious international treats.

Prior to the reception, called non-renewals to remind them about the reception and to renew.

Will include latest membership tally in the minutes.

Will be scheduling a Membership Committee meeting during November to brainstorm membership development.

Reminder to all to bring friends, family, acquaintances, colleagues to our excellent programs.  Word of mouth from engaged members is the most effective way to develop our membership.  Goal:  each of us talk to minimum five people about PAWAC and bring one new person to the next program.

Finance & Development: Dennis Triggs reported that both matching gifts have been received for a total of $2000.00.   There was follow up from Philadelphia WAF for $600.00.  CEFCU pledged $1500 as sponsor of the Scholastic Bowl.  

Dick Sanders reported he has 10 Rotary Clubs in areas that send students to the SB.

Marketing:  John Schweitzer stated that the logo, we adopted, was registered by the Boston Council and we are unable to use it. The Connecticut director gave his consent via email to use their logo. John discussed an international organization that holds competitions for logo development for a fee.  After discussion, the decision was made to investigate a partnership with Arts Partners to develop a similar competition locally.  Angela will handle the initial communication.

Programming:  Ali Zohoori discussed the updated yearly schedule and the annual conference.  We do not have confirmation for the April & June programs and therefore are able to switch the topics around to suit the potential speakers.  Dennis will contact the announced next president of Cat to speak at the conference.  North Korea and Iran are still being considered as program topics.  Lebanon will also be on the schedule for next fall and Dennis will contact Ray La Hood.

The fate of the Great Decisions program was discussed.  John Schweitzer suggested a separate committee to coordinate this program with ICC or the public library.  Angela will contact ICC, Eureka College to co-sponsor.  The item was tabled for further consideration.

John Rathbun noted that the statewide Illinois Social Studies Conference will be held on March 19.  Angela Weck will be the keynote speaker.  The area Social Study teachers have been released to attend the conference.  We have the opportunity to co-sponsor the event and market our organization with a joint mailing.  The motion was made and passed to allocate $100 for that purpose.

Scholastic Bowl Subcommittee:  Eighteen varsity and five junior varsity teams will compete in this years SB.  The training of volunteers will take place after the board meeting today.

Old Business:  None

New Business:  Dennis Triggs was nominated for the Tom Connors Award.

Adjourned:  7pm

Attendance: Board:  Drake, Fox, Henry, Luthe, McBride, Schweitzer, Shirk, Stalling, Tallman, Triggs, Zohoori, Ryan. Members: J. Sanger, C. Sanger, J. Gross, Garesche, Rathbun, Sander, Jakopin, Shepard. Executive Director:  Angela Weck

