Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Board Business Meeting Minutes

March 5, 2009
The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President-elect Melissa Henry in the absence of President John Schweitzer with welcome and introduction of members in attendance at 5:45 p.m. Thursday, March 5, 2008, at ICC North, Peoria, IL

Welcome and Introductions: Melissa Henry, President-elect
Minutes from the February 2009 meeting:  (Angela Weck)  Angela will distribute the February 2009 minutes by e-mail.
Treasurer’s Report: (Nancy Schweitzer)  Additional conference income expected from Eureka Rotary.  All major  conference expenses are included in the Treasurer’s Report.  A $147 charge for Trudy Rubin’s plane ticket is not in  yet. Motion made, seconded, and carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report and place it on file for audit.
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MEETINGS:

Membership (Mac Pogue) We ‘ve reached a milestone – we’re up to 218 members.  Several students joined at the conference.  New members:   9 individuals/families and 8 students.  Concerning the Chamber project, we’ve supplied a lot of information to them.  This project will enhance awareness of our presence in the area.
Finance & Development:  (Dennis Triggs): Nothing to report  
Marketing (Rich McBride): Rich reported on the project between Peoria Chamber of Commerce and PAWAC. The project is labor-intensive.  Our objective is to get help from students and interns.  We are looking forward to results from the survey which the Chamber has done through online survey software called Survey Monkey.  Their final presentation is due in April.

Programming (Ali Zahoori):   The Programming Committee has not met, but will meet soon to look at evaluations from the conference.  Ali distributed flyers for our upcoming March 19 program, “Future of Diplomacy” at Barack’s Cater Inn.  Ambassador Dennis Jett is substituting for our originally scheduled speaker.  We also have a program scheduled for April 16:  “Afghanistan: War on Drugs” (to be held at Bradley University) Speaker is Douglas Bandow, a U.S. foreign policy expert.  His area of expertise is drug issues in Asia.  We will also have a panel discussion on Afghanistan.  There will be no dinner for attendees before the program.  
Other Upcoming Programs:  African American Hall of Fame, Heartland Foundation, IL High School Association, Lakeview Museum of the Arts & Sciences, Peoria Historical Society, Peoria Regional Museum Society.
Educational Outreach Subcommittee  (John Rathbun):  John reported that he has been successful in recruiting some teachers through the Globalist website.  He will also solicit more teachers and Scholastic Bowl coaches.  John urged members to share information with their teacher contacts.

Scholastic Bowl Subcommittee (Patricia Luthe and John Rathbun):  John is working with the IHSA State Scholastic Bowl.  The tournament is moved from Saturday (March 21) to Friday (March 20) at the Civic Center.  As there is a shortage of volunteers to work at the IHSA State Scholastic Bowl, John asked for volunteers.  The first game begins at 10:00 a.m.; the last is 3:00 p.m.  Note:  There is no reimbursement for parking at the Civic Center.
Great Decisions Subcommittee (Patricia Luthe):  In addition to the Great Decisions discussion on Universal Human rights (facilitated by George and Elaine Hopkins) after our March 5 business meeting, the next Great Decisions discussion on Global Food will follow our April 2 business meeting.

Old Business:  tems of interest to high school teachers (please pass along to other teachers you know):  (1) Globalist website and (2) Sumner Institute to send six teachers to Turkey. 

New Business:  James Vergon, representing the “Build the Block” committee, gave a presentation on the positive aspects of the project.  Sales tax of 0.25% referendum, translating into approximately $17 cost for each Peoria resident, 5 organizations are combined to promote the project, projecting 360,000 visitors annually.
Latvian exchange student invited us to have a table at ICC’s International Days on April 1, but the date is really Saturday, April 4.

From Angela’s notes from the WACA Conference:  She shared an outline from the Center for Nonprofit Success (CFNPS), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide the training, knowledge and resources to help nonprofit organizations succeed.  They sponsor a variety of workshops and seminars with tips on how to approach foundations, marketing, etc.  See www.CFNPS.org.

Next Meeting:  Our April 2 meeting will be held in the lower level of The Grand Army of the Republic Hall in downtown Peoria (G.A.R. Hall is located at 416 Hamilton Blvd. on the corner of Hamilton and Madison Sts., across the street from the Holiday Inn City Center).  There is ample street parking and within the same block as The G.A.R. Hall there are more than 50 parking spots owned by local businesses that the G.A.R. has permission to use in the evening.
Open Discussion on Central Illinois World Affairs Annual Conference – see attached summary.
Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn J. Shepherd
Secretary Pro Tem
Attendees:  Kenneth Carrigan, Barbara Drake, Mary Jo Garesché, JoAnn Gross, Melissa Henry, Paul Kaiser, Patricia Luthe, Rich McBride, Linda Miller (WTVP), Mac Pogue, Jon Rathbun, Don Samford, Dick Sanders, Nancy Schweitzer, Carolyn Shepherd, Rick Stalling, Stephen Tanton, Dennis Triggs, Judy Triggs, Prabu Venkataraman, Angela Weck, Ali Zahoori 

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS CONCERNING 39TH ANNUAL CIWAC, “PAKISTAN: DANGERS, INSIGHTS AND STRATEGIES:

Ali Zoohiri – Successful experience in terms of speakers and audience.  Concern for noise at the hotel on Friday night.

Nancy Schweitzer – Had difficulty understanding pnelists, especially first one.  Trudy Rubin was great.

Mary Jo Garesche – Venue is good, food good, parking was easy.
Rich McBride – Possibly consider “coaching” speakers to speak slowly.  Pakistanis are characteristically difficult to understand due to different “cadence” to their speech.

Angela Weck – Speakers will provide hard copies of their presentations.
Rick Stalling – Impressed; amazing how it call came together.

Judy Triggs – Great conference; concurred with others regarding difficulty understanding speakers.  Appreciated that hotel made an effort to deal with the noise conflict.

Kenny Carrigan – Trudy Rubin was great.  I have a hearing problem; speakers seemed easier to understand when they were talking at the table rather than at the podium.
Stephen Tanton – I am a new member.  I am accustomed to hearing foreign languages due to working in Silicon Valley in California.  I felt Trudy Rubin did not tell us much about Pakistan.  I did not learn any more than I already knew.

JoAnn Gross – Enjoyed the conference.  Inquired as to reasons we moved the conference from the Pere Marquette Hotel in downtown Peoria to the Embassy Suites in East Peoria.

Don Samford – Facilities were much better than those at the Pere Marquette.  Parking was easier to get in and out.

Dennis Triggs – Excellent program.  I was under distress when Trudy Rubin was speaking, so I did not get to hear all of her presentation.  I thought Ambassador Hussein was the best speaker.  The panel moderator was fabulous.  Deputy Chief made, from a content point of view, an outstanding presentation.

Dick Sanders – I didn’t know a lot about Pakistan, so I learned a lot from Trudy Rubin.  My students are grateful to be able to come to the conference.  Disappointed in the Saturday keynoter as he did not add any new information.

John Rathbun – Very educational – needed the conference to learn about Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Patricia Luthe – Got the most value out of the Q&A’s at the panel discussion.  Lunch was too large.

Barb Drake – Thought Trudy Rubin was terrific; she knows so much about the Middle East.  Ambassador Hussein was wonderful and really had something substantial to say – not just platitudes.  I expected more from the Saturday afternoon speaker, but all in all, it was a terrific conference.

Mac Pogue – PAWAC hit a home run with the conference topic.  Having Dr. Weinbaum added some balance to the panel.  Students had many excellent questions.  There seemed to be more interest among the students this year.  There were a lot of people around Trudy Rubin after the Friday night presentation, so there was apparently a lot of interest in what she had to say.  We really fulfilled our mission.
Melissa Henry – I felt Trudy Rubin did not have as much substance as I expected.  Dr. Haq did a good job moderating the panel.  There were some lapses in service by hotel staff; for example, there was no water for the panelists, and no coffee served at some tables after meals.  But perhaps I’m just spoiled after being in the Mayflower Hotel in Washington DC at the national conference.
Judy Triggs – The job of the Friday night speaker is to lay the groundwork for the rest of the speakers.  Don and Melissa did a great job getting everything running smoothly.

Angela Weck – Angela thanked the entire conference committee for their contribution to a successful conference.

We put a chicken entrée on for Friday night because we didn’t want pork, but later found that it contained linguisa which is a pork product.  Concerning the noise problem – Dennis and Rich ran interference with the hotel management.  The hotel deducted the cost for 30 meals as compensation.  
Embassy Suites also offered to host our next event (May 7 European Union program) with absolutely no rental charges for room space, microphones, etc. plus 25% discount on the food.  Do we want to go back to take advantage of their offer?  Next year’s conference cost will be greater than this year as we won’t have the discounts, so we will need to charge more for the meals.  Hotel tax in East Peoria is 8% vs. a few cents more in Peoria.  Service charge is 21% in East Peoria. (Motion:  Do we hold the May 7 program on European Union & European Relations at the Embassy Suites? Vote: yes – unanimous).
Eastside Community Communications manned the sound system and taped the entire conference for us at no cost to PAWAC.  PAWAC paid only for their meals.
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