Peoria World Affairs Council

Board Meeting 

June 4, 2009

The meeting was called to order by president John Schweitzer.

The minutes were approved as circulated.  Motion made and seconded by McBride/Zohoori.

Nancy Schweitzer presented the treasurer’s reports of March/April/May.  The report was filed for audit. The board requested a definitive report on the February conference delineating  income and expenses.  This will be forthcoming.

Membership:  Mac Pogue reported a total of 234 members including 22 new ones.  He will call a committee meeting shortly.  He raised the question of a dues increase.  After much discussion about various sources of revenue, Barb Drake moved to increase individual dues by $5.00 to $35.00.  Ali Zohoori seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Young Professionals:  Melissa Henry no report.

Marketing: Barb Drake sent a survey to the PWAC members requesting their special interests and skills.  She gave a preliminary report and noted the response was minimal.  Lee Tallman has volunteered to develop the web site.  Barb Drake needs four or five volunteers to assist with the Speakers Bureau.

Finance & Development:  Dennis Triggs plans to meet with the financial advisor next week and with the Caterpillar Foundation representative as well as some other corporations sponsors.

Programming:  Ali Zohoori commented on the success of the Turkey-Learning Workshop and on the upcoming program “The Israel Lobby”.  Due to the controversial subject of the Israel Lobby talk Barb Drake moved/seconded by John Schweitzer that questions should be submitted in writing, and read by a PAWAC member.  He announced a committee meeting to be held for one hour on Wednesday at 12 noon at Bradley Hall, 247.  

Educational Outreach Subcommittee:  Don Stamford announced the Illinois Council on Social Studies is contemplating a seminar/workshop to be held at Bradley University in March or August 2010, for about 100 participants.  He will pursue them as a sponsor for the Scholastic Bowl in exchange for advertising the event.  

Scholastic Bowl Subcommittee:  John Rathburn reported six (6) teachers are going to Turkey this summer.   Don Stamford advised he will be applying for a two (2) year grant and will be speaking at the University of Illinois European workshop.  He will be meeting with the Council General of Pakistan shortly.  

Great Decisions Subcommittee:  Patricia Luthe no report.  

Old Business:  

The Board meeting will be held at the Red Cross Building in downtown Peoria. 

The annual conference date was discussed.  Barb Drake moved, seconded by Rick Stallings that the date be changed to April. 2010.  Passed unanimously

New Business:  Angela reminded the board the annual membership meeting held in August required a budget.  Also the report should include membership numbers, number of programs and attendance, the alliances with other organizations and the advisory board.  The advisory board luncheon will held on either July 27/29 or August 3/5.

Upcoming Programs:  Don Stamford is seeking an alliance with the International High School organization.  

Don and Angela are working with the Turkish Foundation for a tour of Turkey for May 2010.  The tour is open to the public with a minimum of 20 participants.  The World Affairs Council can sponsor the tour and use it as a fundraiser.  Action was deferred for further information.

The meeting was adjourned.   

Submitted by Barbara Shirk, secretary

