Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Board Meeting

September 4, 2008

The meeting was called to order by President John Schweitzer.  
The minutes of the August meeting were approved as circulated.

The treasurer’s report presented by Nancy Schweitzer was approved as circulated and accepted for audit.   Nancy requested input from the board regarding the purchasing of CD’s for the $30,000 in the emergency fund.  Several members volunteered to compile a list of rates from various agencies.  John noted the need to look into tax deductions for dues.

Committee Reports:

Membership:  Mac Pogue reported that since June 1 when renewals began 29 members has responded and 7 new members have joined and new corporate members are Central Building Trades and Cullinan Properties.  For 08-09, membership dues will align with the fiscal year September 1 to August 31.

Membership Party will be held in October.  Ann Fox will confer with Jane Converse regarding holding the event at her offices on Wednesday, October 10.  The wine and cheese party is for members only.

Program: Ali Zohoori suggested:   1. A hospitality committee be formed to greet members and visitors at the meetings and encourage visitors to join the organization. 2. Different colored nametags be used by members and guest. 3. Incentives to join the organization be developed. 4.  Requested a list of topics for programs.  Angela requested suggestions for locations for dinner programs.  The consensus was to return to Barrack’s

Marketing:    John Schweitzer distributed his Strategic Plan for 2008-09 and stated one of his immediate goals was to improve the web site.  

Educational Outreach Subcommittee:  Don Samford announced a co-sponsorship with Eureka College for a program featuring Irene Burgess on October 28 at 7:30pm.  Angela Weck discussed a University of Illinois European Center Consortium Workshop on Islam as an out reach program.  The theme is “From Corn to Coal”.  PAWAC is asked to host the program in Peoria on the third Thursday of April and our only obligation is to pay for dinner and provide a site.  Another pending outreach event is a reception hosted by Patricia Benassi for Sir Eldon Griffith, retired member of the English Parliament on either December 10 or 18.  The topic is “Europe and United States Trade Relationships”.  This event is for members only.  Angela will set up both events.

Don Samford said Linda Park of University of Illinois desires to partner with us.  In addition, he added the educators who traveled to Turkey will discuss their trip after the business meeting in October.

Scholastic Bowl Subcommittee:  Pat Luthe reported that invitations to 11 schools have been sent.  She asked for volunteers for the event and asked board members to write questions. Some questions will be purchased. 

Great Decisions Subcommittee: Pat Luthe said the topics have been announced and the time frame is not firmed up.

Old Business:  Angela Weck presented the budget for 2008-09 line per line.  She noted the International Scholastic Bowl had a deficit of $2800 last year.  The grant ran out and the income from the monthly programs did not cover the monthly expenses therefore no monies were available for the Bowl.

The Advisory Board will require only $300 in the coming year and the WCBU sponsorship will continue.  After some discussion, it was moved and seconded to reinstate the Secretary stipend.  There will be no Global Studies Forum this year. The final totals showed a deficit of $23, 001.12 for the past year and a $95 plus for this budget.  Richard Stalling moved the budget be accepted and was seconded by Marcello Isaak.  Motion passed.

Old Business: Don Samford announced and displayed polo shirts he has for purchase with the PAWAC logo on them. Orders should arrive in October at a cost of $20.   Don said he has written an op piece for publication.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm.

Attendance: Board:  Barbara Shirk, Carol Luthe, Melissa Henry, Rich McBride, Barb Drake, Ali Zohoori, Mary Jo Garesche, Mac Pogue, Angela Weck, John Schweitzer, Marcelo Isaak, Anne Fox, Don Samford, Dick Sanders, Judy Triggs, Richard Stalling.  Members: Cindy Samford, Carolyn Shepherd, Helen Nixon, John B. Nixon.

