Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Meeting Minutes

July 6, 2006

The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President Jean Sanger with welcome and introduction of members in attendance at 5:06 p.m. Thursday, July 6, 2006 at the Lakeview Branch of the Peoria Public Library, Peoria, IL

Welcome and Introductions: Jean Sanger, President

Minutes from the June 2006 meeting:  Melissa Henry  

All approved.

Treasurer’s Report: prepared and presented by John Schweitzer, Treasurer
All approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MEETINGS:

Membership (Mac Pogue) Need to develop plans for renewal process. The first of two mailing parties will be on Sat July 29.  The second mailing party will be on Aug 26.  Courtesy calls will be made to members to gauge opinions on programs.  The annual membership drive will be complete on Sept 30.  Beginning this year, an annual Members Only party will be held.  

Finance & Development:  (Dennis Triggs)  No report at this time.
Marketing   (Janet Roth)  A pricing ad hoc subcommittee meeting was held to discuss pricing, including changes in fees to cover program costs.  The committee motioned for the following pricing changes:

· Give new members a charge for one year only, and no charge for any period 6/1 until 10/1 in the first year they join.
· Discontinue the senior discount of $10 on the conference

· Charge $15 for members and $20 for non-members for the Great Decisions book

· Charge $25 for members and $30 for non-members for programs

· Give the Young Professionals $10 off the conference in exchange for their help with advertising and notification to their membership

All approved.

The by-laws allow for changing the dues only at the annual membership meeting.  We are going to print annual membership form and our calling card before then.  Therefore, the pricing ad hoc subcommittee motioned to increase the dues to $30 for an individual and $55 for a family, and to keep the student dues at $5.  All approved a non-binding vote to proceed with this pricing for the printing and the official vote will be made during the annual meeting on Sept 7.
Programming (Elliott Murray) . The committee met on June 5.  Three programs are being planned:

· Barry Lynn, author of End of Globalization - end of Oct.  

· Topic on women – Jan. 2007

· Angela contacted Al Gore’s scheduler to see if he would come to Peoria.  There was interest, but it would have to be worth his while.  The minimum crowd size would likely be 1500 people. Don suggested contacting schools in the area.  This could be held in Sept., Nov., or Jan., and preferably on a weekend to allow WACA groups outside of Peoria to attend.  Angela will find out when he may be available.

International Dinners Subcommittee:  (Judy Triggs)  No report at this time.

Educational Outreach Subcommittee:  (Don Samford) Edwina Jordan and Don Samford were in Washington DC for the World in Transition topic on Africa.  They met many interesting people, some of whom may be willing to come to speak at one of our events.  

New Business:

Topics for the annual conference in Feb 2007 were discussed.  The topics, and the number of votes each received, from the first round were as follows:

5 India & China and their economic impact

2 Turkey – secular govt. vs. fanaticism

0 Rising Powers- China, Russia, India, Brazil, 

0 Israeli-Palestinian conflict

0 Rational plan for “Axis of Evil”

0 UN reform

4 Perception of the US around the world

13 Russia

3 Rogue nations and their threat to the world

1 How corruption colors the US view of the world

0 Haiti

13 Brazil

0 North Korea

0 Oil/energy

1 Resource wars

1 South America

0 Democracy and liberty

0 Diplomacy vs. intervention

No second round needed since Russia and Brazil had significantly more votes over the other topics.  The final vote will take place at the Aug. meeting.

Brazil topic options – ambassador as speaker, internal economics, journalist from Brazil, corruption, immigration, natural resources (uranium, ethanol), what is our hook for the marketing campaign, rainforest destruction, former Cat Brazil employees

Don Samford, Hunt Wagstaff, and Elliott Murray will work on the proposed agenda for this topic

Russia topic options – Chechnya, resources (oil, natural gas, diamonds), budget in black, US foreign policy, consolidation of media, relationship with others (Europe, China, India, Iran, North Korea), risk of nuclear proliferation, world power, Caterpillar, Steve Cohen, Strobe Talbott, John Edwards, Susan Eisenhower, Sergei Khrushchev

Angela Weck, Judy Triggs, and John Schweitzer will work on the proposed agenda for this topic.

Great Decisions didn’t go as well as last year.  The committee will meet soon to discuss.

A few weeks ago, several PAWAC members had a luncheon with the Advisory board.  Jean Sanger distributed the recommendations by the Advisory board during the meeting.  Some of the key points were as follows:

· PAWAC is not recognizable by the public.  Use “World Affairs Council” for use in the media/public.

· Recruit a volunteer student intern from Bradley to work with Dave Thompson in designing the website and in marketing PAWAC.  The student may do this for credit and/or enhancing the resume.

· Use photographs in publications and on the website.

· Follow-up with Ken Hinton to promote WAC in the schools.

· Establish ties with teacher training programs on campus using the World in Transition workshop for them to help prepare them for internationalizing the curriculum.

· Steve Alvin volunteered (earlier) to do an international beer fest directed toward young professionals; benefits of WAC would be introduced.

Elections will be in Sept.  At that time four board of directors positions will expire.  Also will need candidates for President-elect.  The treasurer and Secretary will remain for another year term.

The PAWAC meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Henry
Attendees:  Edwina Jordan, Carolyn Shepherd, Patricia Luthe, Janet Roth, Mary Jo Garesché, Kenny Carrigan, Catharine Schaidle, Elliott Murray, Norma Rossi, R. Lane Andrist, Mac Pogue, Don Samford, Cindy Samford, Nancy Schweitzer, John Schweitzer, Jim McCabe, Paul Kaiser, Judy Triggs, Chet Sanger, Jean Sanger, Angela Weck, Hunt Wagstaff, JoAnn Gross, Melissa Henry
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