Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Meeting Minutes

May 4, 2006

The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President Jean Sanger with welcome and introduction of members in attendance at 5:04 p.m. Thursday, May 4, 2006 at the Lakeview Branch of the Peoria Public Library, Peoria, IL

Welcome and Introductions: Jean Sanger, President

Minutes from the April 3, 2006 meeting:  Melissa Henry  

Approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report: prepared and presented by John Schweitzer, Treasurer
Approved as read.

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MEETINGS:

Membership (Mac Pogue) Current membership is 149.  If anyone can provide an email address of a potential member, Janet will provide chocolate as a reward.  Membership committee will discuss the following topics at the next meeting:

· Brochure

· enhance membership tracking system – discuss requirements

· enhance our value statement – why someone would want to join?

· create 2 tier communication – one for members and one for non-members

· annual registration campaign this summer

Other duties of the membership committee include keeping a list of potential members, keeping up on communications, seeking out potential members from other local organizations, managing updates to membership list, and serving as greeters at our events.

Finance & Development:  (Dennis Triggs) No updates at this time.

Marketing   (Janet Roth) Would like to get our events calendar set for this year and part of next year so we can hand out a one page sheet showing what programs are coming up.  In a meeting with Alice Leitch from the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce, Alice suggested any communications we send to potential members should not sent with attachments; rather put all information in the body of the email.  She also said it’s important to pay attention to how our phone is answered so we sound professional.  It would be good to have separate phone line for this purpose.  This could be built into our budget.  Perhaps we would want to consider a shared office at some point.  Angela is updating our directory.  If your name is not on the directory, this means you owe your dues.  Everyone should have a membership info sheet we can pull out when asked about it.  

Ali suggested creating business cards for us to pass out as we are discussing PAWAC with potential members.  

Janet will hold the pricing committee meeting.  

Programming (Judy Triggs) . Judy, John Rathbun, Elliott Murray, and Ali Zahoori met two weeks ago.  It would be nice to have a theme for the year, which could guide program selection.  Possible topics of other events could tie into our conference theme.  On what subjects having international implications have we not had conferences?  Examples include the war on drugs, U.S. response to international initiatives for world court, global warming, the convention on women’s rights, sub Saharan Africa, and water.  Do we want to plan programs in advance or plan as we go?  If we plan programs, then we could host a kickoff in the fall to promote the schedule of programs.  Angela proposes a late Sept. program.  We already have quarterly events on our calendar.   Janet said we could play off the national conference theme for a local event.  John Rathbun motioned that the program committee set up a calendar of events, leaving openings for things that come up.  Dick Sanders seconded the motion.  Programming committee can plan the program but the budget approval for any program must go through the membership for approval.  Time frame for the calendar will be an 18-month calendar, starting now, and then move to a 12-month calendar, running January through December.  Angela moved to a vote.  All approved.

International Dinners Subcommittee:  (Judy Triggs & Duffy Armstrong) We could hold at an ethnic restaurant and tie in with a topic.  Angela will meet with some interested people to discuss if we should have these dinners.  John Rathbun suggested having a program at the same time as the dinner.  Elliott Murray suggested hosting an international potluck with international dishes, where student could be invited we could have performers from different countries.  The concern with this is that we don’t want to compete with the international festival that is held at the Civic Center.  

Educational Outreach Subcommittee:  (John Rathbun and Don Samford) For next year’s Scholastic Bowl, we are negotiating with the question writer as to his role.  Worldquest in Washington – do we send a team from multiple schools or from a single school?  The World in Transition program is very expensive.  We would only pay half the material cost and the teacher would pay the rest.  We can pay the full price of $700 per set.  We need to decide when we’re doing this, but the schools won’t be able to pay.  We can still do it but we need to discuss funding, perhaps from IHSA grant.  The best time to hold this is June, next year. We need to select a topic and a date for the 2007 global studies forum.  We could piggyback on this with teachers, by training for World in Transition while attending the global studies forum.

Mexico conference in February- 300 attendees – mixed response.  Some speakers were preferred over others, and Saturday morning was the best.  

For next year’s conference – asked for Feb 16-17 or 23-24 at the Pere Marquette.  Angela suggested we hire the sound person next year rather than letting the hotel do it.  We should look into this for next year’s conference.

The Oil committee met today, May 4.  What can we do locally?  Recommend we focus a program and invite local government and civic leaders.  We could host another program on oil and foreign policy, to keep this issue alive.  This could take the form of a town hall meeting.

The PAWAC meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Henry
Attendees:  Melissa Henry, Janet Roth, Angela Weck, Jim McCabe, John Schweitzer, Nancy Schweitzer, John Rathbun, Elliott Murray, Hap Cornelius, Mac Pogue, Judy Triggs, Jean Sanger, Chet Sanger, Dick Sanders, Mary Jo Garesché, Shirlee Harper, Ali Zohoori, Peggy Cornelius

