Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Minutes

September 1, 2005

The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President Jean Sanger with welcome and introduction of members in attendance at 5:15 p.m. Thursday, September 1, 2005 at the Lakeview Branch of the Peoria Public Library, Peoria, IL.
Welcome and Introductions: Jean Sanger, President

Minutes from the August meeting:  Approval waived until next meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: prepared and presented by Carolyn Shepherd, Treasurer
Accepted as read.

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MEETINGS:

Most committees were not discussed to allow time for discussion to decide topic for spring 2006 conference.
Finance & Development:  Update from Dennis Triggs, who suggested the need get corporate interest in the Saudi program on Sept 26.  In order to get more business entities, the advisory board suggested that PAWAC should not ask for dues right away.  In addition, they suggested PAWAC get those businesses with an international orientation and each company could appoint a liaison that doesn’t have to pay dues the first year.  The goal is to get people there by waiving the fee.  PAWAC will invite businesses to Saudi program on Sept 26, waiving dues if they join PAWAC.  Paul Kaiser drafted a sample form letter that could be customized in order to solicit interest in PAWAC.  Jim Foley, director of Turner Center, is supportive of PAWAC, but can’t give out the names on their mailing list.  Instead, he offered to send a letter to those on his mailing list on behalf of PAWAC, if approved by PAWAC.  PAWAC would format the letter, which would be signed jointly by Jean Sanger and Jim Foley, and paid for by Turner Center.  Question – any reservations about doing this volunteering to host these invited guests to the nest program?  Dennis Triggs moved for approval and Peggy Cornelius seconded.  All approved.  Dennis Triggs agreed to write the letter, which will include an RSVP and will direct them to the website.
Angela Weck suggested that anyone can send a letter to someone who may be interested.
Chet Sanger mentioned that PAWAC is no longer mentioned before BBC on WTVP.  Not expired until end of Oct.  AW – will follow up with WTVP.
Discussion and vote on theme for Annual Conference:  

The two topics with the highest number of votes from the last meeting were discussed.

1) Mexico – Angela Weck outlined proposed program.  Several potential speakers we discussed, including Vincente Fox, Jorge Castaneda, and Andres Rosenthal.  

2) Oil – Dave Thompson outlined proposed program. Potential speakers were discussed.

Membership then had open discussion on pros and cons of both topics.  Key points:

· Topic on Mexico is overdue, but oil may be hot topic currently and may bring in greater attendance & increase participation base.

· Previous conference on energy and environment had low attendance, but that may be more important to people now that gas prices are so high.

· Because of Angela’s trip to Mexico, there is a good chance of getting good speakers for a Mexico program.

· Rather than wait for next year to do a program on oil, it was suggested to have multi-speaker program formed around who the speakers are, and partner with others who may interested in subject, such as Turner Center and Caterpillar. Possible date in spring 2006.

· It was suggested a town hall meeting be put together to discuss the energy crisis.  WTVP might be interested in hosting such an event.

Annual conference topic discussion ended.  Moved to vote by Jean Sanger.  All approved.
Voting results:

Oil – 4 votes
Mexico – winner

Dennis Triggs said not many companies want to partner with PAWAC on a regional topic.  However, the oil topic will get many partners and would bring much attention to the subject and to PAWAC.

Teresa McCabe motioned for the creation of a committee to formulate an oil program.  Motioned seconded.  All approved.  Committee volunteers – Peggy Cornelius, Dave Thompson, Judy Triggs, Mac Pogue, Janet Roth, and Angela Weck.   Dave Thompson will give a status report at the next business meeting in Oct.
The annual conference committee will be put together in Nov.  Pere Marquette reservations made for Feb. 17-18, 2006.

Upcoming Events:

Program on US-Saudi Relations to be held Monday, September 23, 2005.
New Business:

Dave Thompson thanked the membership for the opportunity to president.  Dave is now the webmaster for the PAWAC website.  Any additions to the site should be sent to Angela.  If there are any problems with the site, please let Dave know. 

Carolyn introduced her guest and new member, Edie Barnard.

The PAWAC meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Henry
Attendees:  Mary Jo Garesché, Nancy Schweitzer, John Schweitzer, Mac Pogue, Jim Hooker, Teresa McCabe, Jim McCabe, John Rathbun, Melissa Henry, Elliott Murray, Dennis Triggs, Hunt Wagstaff, Patricia Luthe, Carolyn Shepherd, Dick Sanders, Judy Triggs, Edwina Jordan, Angela Weck, Dave Thompson, Peggy Cornelius, Hap Cornelius, Jean Sanger, Chet Sanger, Janet Roth, Edith Barnard-Doughty
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