Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Minutes

June 7, 2005

The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President Dave Thompson with welcome and introduction of members in attendance at 5:10 p.m. Tuesday, June 7 at the Downtown Branch of the Peoria Public Library in Peoria, IL.  

Welcome and Introductions:  David Thompson, President

Minutes from April meeting:  Mary Jo Garesché  

Minutes were read by Mary Jo and moved for approval by Steve Alvin and seconded by Carolyn Shepherd.  All approved.

Treasurer’s Report: April/May report was prepared and presented by Carolyn Shepherd.  Report was moved for approval by Steve Alvin and seconded by Dick Sanders.  All approved.

Committee Reports:  
Membership:  Shirlee Harper-not present

Finance and Development:  Dennis Triggs –not present
Marketing:  David Williams –The website continues to be updated however the latest newsletter hasn’t been updated yet.  Dave has talked with Marla Warren who has agreed to continue the newsletter and Dave Thompson has volunteered to handle the website updating since Dave W. will be leaving us in August.
Programming:  Judy Triggs – not present
Great Decisions Subcommittee:  Jean Sanger and Patricia Luthe – The last program is tonight on “Outsourcing Jobs”.  There has been a great response to this series.    A suggestion to continue the Great Decision series next year was made by Dick Sanders and seconded by Carolyn Shepherd.  The vote carried.  Jean hopes that we can find a partner organization to help sponsor the series and draw even greater audiences.
Educational Outreach Subcommittee:  John Rathbun reported that he and Angela had hoped to organize a workshop for teachers this summer but it never happened.  However, we are to receive a $60,000 grant to be used over the next 4 years which should help enable us to coordinate a workshop in the future.

Election of Officers and Board of Directors:  Dave Thompson, President.  There wasn’t a slate of officers prepared and there were not enough members present for a quorum to vote, so will try to resolve this at the July or August meeting.  

Evaluation of the Executive Director:  Jean Sanger, President Elect.  A suggestion was made that Angela needs to communicate better with the committee chairpersons however all agreed that she has done a fantastic job this past year and in recognition of this, a suggestion to raise her monthly stipend to $600 per month or $7200 per year (beginning October, 2005).  Steve Alvin moved the motion for approval and Hunt Wagstaff seconded it. All approved.

Preliminary Report from Community Advisory Board Meeting:  Dave Thompson and Jean Sanger.

Question:  Should we hold a strategic planning session this summer?  Yes.  Angela will send out an e-mail with several dates to choose from, July 21 or July 28, to see which works best for the most.  The meeting previously has been held at the law office of Dennis Triggs from 5pm – 8 pm with light dinner served.  Angela will check with Dennis on availability of his office for these dates.

The biggest unresolved issue from the Advisory Board meeting was how to get new members.  Paul Kaiser read a letter he has drafted to a local business owner (who he knows personally) to inform him of PAWAC and solicit membership.  Discussion ensued on solicitation of businesses and using the regular Fall kick-off meeting to invite businesses, have a speaker like Jerry Leach, head of WACA, to draw interest and serve snacks/cash bar, etc.
Old Business:  There was discussion about the amount of reimbursement from Steve Lize for unused airplane tickets PAWAC purchased for him and his partner when he was to be a speaker at the February Conference.  However, he cancelled at the last minute. The total amount had been $609.60 but was negotiated by Judy Triggs to $359.60.  Angela reported that Kevin Bales has volunteered to come speak to us pro bono which more than makes up for the loss of these monies.

New Business: Dave Thompson read a letter from Dr. Donald Frederich from the Peoria Tazewell Pathology Group saying he was interested in starting a “People-to-People International” group in Peoria and wondered if PAWAC would help sponsor it.  Angela believes that there is already an established group in Peoria and will contact Dr. Frederich regarding the same.

Dave Williams brought up the topic of electing new officers.  Traditionally a slate of candidates has been presented.  Is there some reason we can’t have open nominations?  The By Laws don’t stipulate that we can’t.  Dick Sanders said that in the past there have been nominating committees made up of past presidents.  We had to cut the discussion short and adjourn the meeting due to Great Decisions at 7 pm.  Pizza was served to those present at the meeting.

The PAWAC meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jo Garesché
Attendees:   Steve Alvin, Mary Jo Garesché, Melissa Henry, Paul Kaiser, Larry Lau, Mac Pogue, John Rathbun,  Dick Sanders,  Jean Sanger,  Carolyn Shepherd,  Dave Thompson, Hunt Wagstaff, Angela Weck,  Dave Williams
 
