Peoria Area World Affairs Council

Board Business Meeting Minutes

February 5, 2009
The meeting of the Peoria Area World Affairs Council (PAWAC) was called to order by President-elect Melissa Henry in the absence of President John Schweitzer, with welcome and introduction of members in attendance, at 5:45 p.m. Thursday, February 5, 2008, at ICC North, Peoria, IL

Welcome and Introductions: Melissa Henry, President-elect
Minutes from the January 2009 meeting:  (Angela Weck)  January 2009 minutes are postponed until next month as they were not available to some members prior to the meeting.  Angela will distribute them by e-mail.
Treasurer’s Report: (Nancy Schweitzer)  Motion made, seconded, and carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report and place it on file for audit.
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MEETINGS:

Membership (Mac Pogue) We currently have 191 members.  Members who most recently joined or rejoined:  Marcia Burnside, Chuck Dykhouse,  Joyce Harant, Elaine Hopkins, Theo Jean Kenyon, Nemenhoff, David Thompson, John Throop, Michael Zichterman
Finance & Development:  (Dennis Triggs): Dick Sanders reported that he had sent out letters to 10 Rotaries in the Tri-County area soliciting contributions to pay for students to attend our upcoming conference on Pakistan.  
Marketing (Rich McBride): Rich reported on a project between Peoria Chamber of Commerce and PAWAC.  For the past 30+ years, the Chamber has sponsored a program that is a learning tool for their members and a public service to recipient organizations.  They select a worthy organization to receive and benefit from project “team” analysis and input.  The Chamber team consists of other designated Chamber members.  John Schweitzer wrote and submitted a proposal asking the Chamber to “adopt” us as one of their “projects” for this year.  Our submission is under consideration.

Programming (Ali Zahoori):  
March 5, 2009, business meeting (to be held at ICC North Dining Hall at 5:30 p.m.) will be followed by Great Decisions program on ”Universal Human Rights.”  Angela noted that our March meeting is the last meeting to be held at ICC North facility.  Our April meeting will be held in the lower level of The Grand Army of the Republic Hall in downtown Peoria (G.A.R. Hall is located at 416 Hamilton Blvd. on the corner of Hamilton and Madison Sts., across the street from the Holiday Inn City Center)  There is ample street parking and within the same block as The G.A.R. Hall there are more than 50 parking spots owned by local businesses that the G.A.R. has permission to use in the evening

March 19, 2009, program is “Future of Diplomacy” at Barack’s Cater Inn.  Ambassador Dennis Jett will substitute for our originally scheduled speaker.  We will not be required to pay for the speaker’s air fare or honorarium.
April 16, 2009, program is “Afghanistan: War on Drugs” (to be held at Bradley University) Speaker is Douglas Bandow, a U.S. foreign policy expert.  His area of expertise is drug issues in Asia.  We will also have a panel discussion on Afghanistan.  There will be no dinner for attendees before the program.

Educational Outreach Subcommittee  (John Rathbun):  John reported that The Globalist (a daily online magazine on the global economy, politics, and culture) has developed a supplemental web site called “Global Connections,” for students and teachers around the world.  It addresses how to help students develop a better understanding of what connects and divides nations, societies and cultures in a rapidly changing world.  PAWAC has been asked to contribute to fund research to ascertain the degree of benefit of the program to students.  We will have information on the program available on a table at the conference.
Don Samford reported that the Turkish Consul General visited Eureka and Farmington High Schools.  Angela Weck hosted lunch for him at Granite City.  The Woodford County Journal and The Pantagraph publicized the visit with articles.

Don Samford also reported that development of the mission statement for a partnership with the Turkish Consulate is in process.

Don updated us on the “Witness History” program that is bringing Mikhail Gorbachev to speak in Peoria on Friday, March 27, 2009.  Sponsors who contribute $25,000 can receive 40 tickets to the dinner.  Eureka College community is invited to the dinner for $250.  The public is expected to also be invited later.  Students will not be able to go to the dinner on Friday night, but they are invited to listen to Gorbachev’s speech after dinner.  Former Ambassador Jack Matlock is also coming.  PAWAC is invited to have its materials at a table in the Civic Center Exhibition Hall.  Don Samford is providing student orientation, although the publicity goes to PAWAC.
Central Illinois World Affairs Annual Conference
Judy Triggs reported on advertising efforts for the conference.  She has contacted local media as well as C-SPAN, other members are writing articles for local newspapers.  We will be in local magazine Numero and Interbusiness Issues.  WMBD radio’s Dan DiOrio will interview Ambassador Husain Haqqani.  Jim Brown of WGLT radio will interview Trudy Rubin.
Angela Weck distributed lists of conference committee members and assignments.  There are still opportunities for those who have not yet signed up for a committee or a task.  Angela asked for a volunteer to operate the video camera during the conference – Ali Zahoori offered.  Hospitality Committee still needs volunteers – biggest job is to host our speakers – ensure that they are not left alone, that they have a drink of their choice, and that they are not “cornered” by critical attendees.  Trudy Rubin’s and Ambassador Haqqani’s hosting has been delegated to Barb and Bernie Drake and Dennis and Judy Triggs, respectively, but more hosts are needed for other guests.  Dave Koehler has been asked to introduce Ambassador Haqqani on Saturday.  There has been no decision yet as to who will introduce Trudy Rubin. As Illinois Wesleyan is the first school to pay academic sponsorship fees, Angela would like to ask the President of Illinois Wesleyan to introduce Trudy Rubin.  As Madame Ispahani is a member of Parliament and is currently in Pakistan, she will be unable to come.  Pakistani Embassy will provide a substitute.
Old Business:  Angela thanked those who helped with labeling and stamping for the conference brochures last week at her house.
Don Samford updated us concerning development of the trip to Turkey (fundraiser for PAWAC).   He has met with travel agent Norma Joseph.  Trip is tentatively scheduled for September of 2010 (an optimum time, weather-wise, to visit Turkey).  
New Business:  
Angela passed around a brochure from Global Chicago (Chicago’s World Affairs Council).

John Schweitzer has written a request for a $500 grant from Peoria North Rotary to help subsidize students attending PAWAC’s programs.  Decision on our request will not be decided until later this year.  Before we submit the request, it must be approved by PAWAC’s Board.  Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn J. Shepherd
Secretary Pro Tem
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